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Forest Service Proceedings RMRS-P-36: 434–437), according to 
Heimes (2016, op. cit.) it occasionally climbs low shrubs and 
trees. During a telemetry study conducted in Arizona, two adult 
females were recorded over trees while exposing their bodies 
to sunlight (Sherbrooke 2006. Herpetol. Rev. 37:34–37), one of 
them was observed first on a branch of a Quercus arizonica at 
4 m above the ground, and later stretched on a small Q. hypo-
leucoides at 1 m above the ground; the second snake was found 
on a Yucca schotii at 1 m high. The aforementioned cases sug-
gest snakes used perches as basking sites (Sherbrooke 2006. op. 
cit.). Herein we report an observation of climbing behavior in 
S. triaspis.

At 0049 h on 18 March 2019, after a light rain, we found a 
juvenile (total length ca. 270 mm) S. triaspis at the base of the 
trunk of a Cecropia sp. tree, 64 cm above the ground (Fig. 1), 
in the entrance of “Calcehtok” cave (20.56222°N; 89.93472°W, 
WGS 84, 67 m. elev.), municipality of Opichén, Yucatán, Mexico. 
We observed the snake for 27 min while it climbed the trunk to 
ca. 7 m above the ground (Fig. 2), when it disappeared in the 
leaves of the tree’s crown. As the snake climbed, it appeared to 
investigate the microhabitat, potentially foraging for prey. Con-
trary to the report by Sherbrooke (2006, op. cit.), the individual 
of our observation was a juvenile and it happened during the 
night, so, it is possible that S. triaspis also uses arboreal habitats 
for refuge or foraging. We thank Juan Tun-Garrido for identifi-
cation of the tree.
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SPALEROSOPHIS ATRICEPS (Black-headed Royal Snake). EC-
TOPARASITES. Spalerosophis atriceps is an aglyphous species 
and the largest species in the genus Spalerosophis. It is noc-
turnal and is found in desert and semi-desert habitats in In-
dia, Pakistan and Nepal (Mukherjee 2015. Newsl. South Asian 
Reptile Netw. 17:22–24; Baig and Masroor 2008. Herpetozoa 
20:109–115).

During a morphological study of 12 specimens of S. atriceps 
(mean SVL [range] = 970 [529–1220] mm; mean tail length 
[range] = 287 [132–360] mm) from the herpetological collection 
of National Museum of Natural History, Paris, France (MNHN), 

we found three tick specimens (two males and one female) on 
two snakes (MNHN 1962.163, 1962.164), from Punjab Province, 
Pakistan (31.33°S, 74.18°W; WGS 84; 217 m elev.). Ticks were 
found on the dorsal surface of snakes. Prevalence of infestation 
was 16.6% (2 infected out of 12 total). Tick identification 
was performed according to the criteria used in previously 
published keys and reports (Furman and Loomis 1984. Bull. 
California Insect Surv. 25:1–239; Ghosh and Misra 2012. J. 
Parasitol. Dis. 36:239–250). The tick specimens were identified 
as Amblyomma gervaisi and are housed in the herpetological 
collection of Federal University of Paraiba (UFPB), Brazil. Male 
and female adult ticks differ in their dorsal and ventral surface 
and the male is smaller than the female (Fig. 1).

There are ca. 130 Amblyomma species in the world and 
ticks found on reptiles mostly belong to this genus. They can be 
vectors for Aeromonas hydrophilia, and pneumonia in snakes, 
can cause tick paralysis in Coluber constrictor, and can transmit 
blood-borne pathogens like Aeromonas septicemia (Sumrandee 
et al. 2014. Ticks. Tick Borne Dis. 5:632–640; Marcus 1971. J. Am. 
Vet. Med. Assoc. 159:1626–1631). Our observation establishes 
the occurrence of A. gervaisi in Panjab Province, Pakistan, and 
also the first record of this species infesting S. atriceps.
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STORERIA DEKAYI (Dekay’s Brownsnake). DEFENSIVE BE-
HAVIOR and PREDATION. Storeria dekayi ranges from Canada 
and the eastern United States to Honduras. In Canada, this spe-
cies exists in southern Ontario and southern Quebec, occupy-
ing diverse habitat including forests, fields, and urban areas 
(www.canadianherpetology.ca; 26 June 2019). While assessing 
water quality of urban rivers, I observed an interaction between 
S. dekayi and Turdus migratorius (American Robin). At 1014 h 

Fig. 2. Senticolis triaspis at ca. 7 m above ground.

Fig. 1. A, B) Spalerosophis atriceps infected by Amblyomma gervaisi; 
C) female (left) and male (right) A. gervaisi.


